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1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. ‘:53
o Lt

2. QHBASSADOR, DCH AND LABATT HWERE INVITED 7O 18 _ =

PRESIDENTIAL PALACE FRIDAY PH TO DISCUSS’ FENASTRAS ;?;::: o

BONMBING (SEE REFTEL) HITH PRESIDENT CRISTIANI, HENBERS BRI

OF THE MILITARY HIGH CORMAND:, PRESIDENTIAL PRESS €% g

SECRETARY AND OTHERS. S g8

= £

3. SURROUNDED BY PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SENI-DESTROYED V‘ig

BUILDING AND NUTILATED BODIES: THE PRESIDENT WAS e

CONCERNED BOTH HITH INVESTIGATING THE BONBING AND =

PREPARING HINSELF FOR AN

EMERGENCY NATIONHIDE TELEVISION
EROADCAST IN WHICH HE WOULD CALL FOR CALH AND ATTERPT T0

KEEP THE DIALOGUE PROCESS ON TRACK. HE HAS VERY

FRUSTRATED THAT UNION MEMBERS WOULD NOT PERRNIT POLICE
ACCESS 10 THE BUILDING.,
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THEREBY FRUSTRATING ANY ATTENPT
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TO LAUNCH AN INVESTIGATION.
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4., HE ALSO VIEWED AN EXTREMELY GRAPHIC VIDEO TAPE
PROCURED FROM THO LOCAL TV CHANNELS WHICH IN GERERAL
SUPPORTS THE NOTION THAT THE BOMB KAS PLACED INSIDE THE
PROPERTY. PRESIDENT CRISTIANI REQUESTED HELP FROM U.S.
EXPERTS IN DETERMINING AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THE .
BOMBING. THE AMBRSSADOR AGREED TD SEE WHAT COULD BE .
DONE HITH THE VIDEO TAPE AND PHOTOS,ALTHOUGH DEFINITIVE
CONCLUSIONS COULD NOT BE REACHED HITHOUT ACCESS TO THE
BUILDING.

S. ALTHOUGH MOST IF NOT ALL THE SALVADORANS SEENED
CONVINCED THAT HE FMLN HAD DONE THE BONMBING IN ATTEHMPT
TO CREATE MARTYRS FOR A LAST DITCH ATTEMPT AT GENERAL
INSURRECTION:, THEY AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE FOOLISH TO
ANNOUNCE ANY CONCLUSION BEFORE A THOROUGH

INVESTIGATION. (UNDER THE IMPACT DF THE TRAGEDY,ITHE
SALVADORANS SEEMED ALMOST TO HILL A BELIEF THAT THE FHLN
HAD DONE 1T. DESPITE THE LACK OF HUCH SUPPORTING
EVIDENCE. UE HERE RELIEVED THAT THEY AGREED TO WITHHOLD
PUBLIC JUDGNENT.)

6. AS WE LEFT THE PRESIDENT HAS BEGINNING TO PREPARE
FOR HIS TELEVISION APPEARANCE. WE BELIEVE HIS REMARKS
BOTH CAN AND HILL HAVE A CALMING AFFECT ON A POPULATION
PREPARING FOR THURSDAY’S DAY OF THE DEARD HOLIDAY. THE
NEANING OF THE HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE LOST ON UNION LEADERS
aS THEY PREPARE FOR HIGH POLITICAL IMPACT FUNERALS. A5
LYAS EVIDENT FROM THE VIDEOTAPE WE SAH THE FENASTRAS
LEADERSHIP HAS EVERY INTENTION OF MAKING NAXIMUR USE OF
THIS TRAGEDY. MWE ARE IN FOR DIFFICULT DAYS.
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