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The Honorable Edwin Cot r
Ambassador
U.S. Embassy
San Salvaaor, il Salvador
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Dear Ambassador Corr:

I appreciace your recent visit to discuss labor rights in El Salvador
and your willingness to investigate cer ain violations against organized
workers whic appearh' h e r to have involved government forces. Discussing these
cases with the Salvadoran author ities may hei p pr otect other members of
labor unions and associations in the future. Never having seen a point-by-
point factual rebu tal by the Reagan Administration yet of the evidence
presenteo in support of the Americas Match pe ition, I am hopeful that you
will now proceed to find the facts as best you can.

The following cases were submitted to me by the Americas Match. Some
have been described in that organization's March 1988 report on labor
tig st 0ht . others are abuses which the organization has learned of since the
report was published.

April 8, 1987: Daniel Ortiz, treasurer of the San Carlos Cooperative,
was killed along with three others in a grenade attack. The Army arrested
two 'people identified by residents as a former member of the Army and a .
former member of the National Guard. It is our understanding that bo h
suspepects have been released, though we would appreciate the imbassy's
conpfirmation. The Arttr press office has since claimed that the vic. ims e'+ wre
killed by guerrilla 1and mines.

April 167 1987: Antonio de jesus Hernandez Nartinez, the Secretary
General of ANTA for The Departmental Council of San Miguel, was abducted and
murdered by soldiers of the Cuscat'lan Battalion. Mitnesses identified the
body, which had bullet holes, by the clothes and a briefcase, and a Nay 18

Ite ote is ea
etition by a oovernment prosecutor noted that Hernandez had been arrested
efore his death. A vrltness to the arrest and peasan:s who found the body

have been harassed and threatenec' by soldiers from the Cuscatlan Battalion.
Though positive identification of the remains was not possible following an
exhumation on Nay 25 (the remains appeared to have been disturbed, and
included bones from another corpse), it is clear that Hernandez was either
killed or disappeared following his capture by the Cuscatlan Battalion.
the Embassy determines that the exhumed remains are not those of Hernandez
Martinez, I would appreciate your investigation of his disappearance, and
strongly press the Salvadoran militaty for an accounting of his whereabouts.
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Nay I, 1987: Luis Amando Lenrus Ur rutia and Edwin Ernesto Vargas
Aguilar, members of SICAFE. , and Julio Ernes. Garcia Lucera, member of the
bakers union and brother of a SICAFE official were abducted a" a bus station
in Nenendez Park, Santa Ana. i'itnesses at the bus station iden" ified tneir
captors as soldiers from the Second Brigade, and the men's mothers have said
that they saw the vehi cl e whi ch took the men a. the Second Br i gaae. In
another case which may be related, Jose Ef rain Hernandez, ana her SIFCAFE
member, was captured by Treasury Police one day before the disappearances

freed on the condition that he report, regularly to the authorities on
the union's membership, leaders, and ac ivities.

June 29, 1987: Jose Raul Henriquez, a promoter for ANTA and farmer
Secretary for Agrarian Natters for the Avicola poultry workers union, was
abducted from his home by two members of the civ'il defense af Las Deli c'ias
and a National Guardsman s ationed 1n San Hartin. His widow, wha witnessed
the abduction and recagn1 ted his captors, was later threatened herself by
one of the civil defensemer. for having denounced the murder.

July 8, l987: Rene Andrade Ponce, a leader of a pre-cooperative
peasant group affiliated w1th the AN, was killed in Nontepeque, Cuscatlan.
uitnesses to his abduction and beating 1dentified his captors as members of'
the National Guard.

August 16, 1987r Eula11 o Antonio Nari nez Vasquez, a membe~ of ANIS,
the indigenous peasants association, was killed by three c1v11 defensemen 1n
Cantan La Nueva, Acajutla, accord1 ng to ANIS.

January I, 1988: Carlos Guardado Lopez was strangled to death by a
soldier named Lorrenza Norales, a sold1er vr1th the Bracamonte Battalion, and
a member af the civil defense, Jorge Escover. The assassination took place
at Car.ton El Galfo, 1n Iacatecaluca, La Paz. There were vritnesses. The
vic im was robbed af 300 colones which belonged to his cooperative of San
Jose Las Flores. He was a member of a CCS (Salvadoran Peasants Central)
assoc1ation affiliated vrith the CGT. According to the president. of the
cooperative, Alfredo Guar dado Nenj 1 var, there have been no legal proceedings
taken up 1n this case.

February 26, 1988: Nario Cruz Rivera and Feliz Antonio Rivera, members
of ASID, an associat1an af 1nd1genous peasants, were abducted from their

homes by sold1ers from the Th1rd Brigade in El Tablon, Sociedad, Norazan,
accord1ng to witnesses and family members. The1r bodies were found with
signs of torture the next day. A th1rd ASID member, Sebast1en Gutierrez,
was captured by soldiers the same day and rema1ns disappearec.

Narch ID, '988: Humbervo Centena, Secretary General of ASTTEL, the
telecommunications workers association, was forc1bly abducted from a peace-
ful gathering of unionists by members of the Air Force. He was deta1ned for
twa days during which time he was brutally beaten, kicked and jabbed vrithrifle butts, and subjected to death threats at gunpoin . He was haspital-1zed for three days as a result of h1s injur1es. wh1ch were confirmed by a

over nment Human Rights Comm1ssion doctor

In addit1an ta these examples of actual killings tor ure, and
disappear ances, I would appreciate your investigating several examples cited
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by the Americas Watch of military suppression of legitimate trade union
activities, including the following:

May 1987: Ten members of a local ci vil defense force occupied a arm
where a CGT-affiliated farmworker association had conducted a strike and

successfully petitioned the courts to reinstate its f i r ed member s. The
wocrkers have been repeatedly war ned against conti nuing to press thai r
economic demands.

August 25, 1987: According to officials from a CGT-affilia ed unicuL
of dock workers, 100 navy soldiets militarized the por of El Tri unfo during
a legal strike and beat up the striking workers. Twenty-five workers were
injured.

October 30 ' 1987: A legally recognized local of S1CAFE, the coffee
.processors union, was threatened and intimidated when it attempted to
organize at a plant in Santiago de Mania in Usulutan when Col. Inocente
Mon ano, of the Six h Brigade, arrived by helicopter along with 200 soldiers
in trucks. He called the uni onists toge her and warned them that if they
engaged in strikes, work stoppages, or protests he would cut off their
heads. He then called together all the wor kers at the plant and warned them
against strikes. He has revisited the plant since, and, accor di ng to the
union, its leaders at the plant are under continual military surveillance.

December 7, 1987: Seven y-five soldiers occupied a farm in Usulutan
just hours after a successful strike and attempted to abduct several of the
workers. Only when the farm o~ner told them the strike was over did they
release the workers and leave.

Our discussion a few weeks ago was useful, but it did not satisfy the
need to bring cold, hard facts to light about what happened in each of the
worker rights vi o'lations that have been extensively desc, ibed in three
separate submissions to the U.S. Government by Americas Watch. The
violations described in this letter alone suggest a disturbing pattern of
violence and repression directed at the Sal vadoran workers At a minimum,
your embassy personne'I should vigorously pursue a full factuaJ accounting of'
these violations

I appreciate your attention to this important matter. I look fowardto your response and also to your opinion of other worker ri ahts abuses
which will be described in the forthcoming Americas Watch pe.ition.

Si ncerely you "s ~

DJP/gnb

DOH J. PEASE
Member of Congress


