Jailed

critics

junta

tell of death,
torture

SAN SALVADOR, 19 March —
el peimnars 18 & gHn plac.
t isoners is a place.
From the outside all that is
visible are the walls,
painted a light blue over chip-
ped plaster.
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Inside, several prison
stand armed with rifles of
known manufacture. The

cameras or tnpteh ‘rtecaorda-s. !;le hai:
even surprised re.mm
been allowed to enter prison,
but on verifying the source of the
ission (the Minister, Colonel

uillermo Garcia), he is reason-
ably helpful with facts and fig-
ures,
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Sooing snd 1 personl o
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area primitive, m men here

way, in
stons, Th
thai have not been outlawed.
tb;l :h::llomn interviews: with
e ‘Main groups repre-
sented in the prison was through
& chemical engineer who spoke
several languages. He was the

owner of a successful small busi-
ness before bei
JOUR

reporters, including the owner of
@ newspaper, have yet to be
brought before a court.

They said: “We were blind-
folded and handcuffed and bhad
guns poked into our chests when
ans questions before a
mil udge. We are not crim-
inais, We have not committed any
political crimes. We do not know

we are here™
ned further, they said
they believed mcz had been im-
prisoned because “we were work-
ing with the opposition media.

e were bei hc.mui‘:tr we were
telling the tnl:ar. In Salvador

Melbourne  reporter DAMIEN
KINGSBURY, 25, has bzen inside
the walls of Son Saolvador's Sante
Tecla joil to get
this exclusive re-
port of political
prisoners’ cloims of
torture and prive=
tion.

rters cannot tell
a"ffu Killing people”

said they did not com-

p(the auth-

sider telling the truth to be an |

adequate reason for being im-
prisoned. .

The discussion turned to prison
conditions. They said: "We are
locked up at 6 and are made
to sleep with the lights on. We
Tho paccie snse i, fhay tueck

us, they t
us and beat us and aim their
rifles 't.htwsh the bars of the cell

high school teacher before being
arrested. He said most of the
teachers were now dead. Then
he showed what the authorities
had done to him.

Besh

Across his arms, legs.
and face, large arcas of
were laid bare where, he said,
interrogators had thrown sul-
phuric acid on him in an attempt
to get a confession. He had also
ll::;n h:’dmngg n;quked and
acid poured on his testicles,
he said.

Fortunately, one of the prison.
ers here was a lecturer in medi-
cine at the university and, with
the poor facilities available, help-
ed to clean up his gaping wounds,

The journalists said they re-
ceived electrical shocks and beat-
ings (as does everyone at Santa
Tecla from ume to time) but most
of the torture was

psychological,
They said: “We were tied up

and led outside and were told we

would be shot, They fired blanks.” |

The interpreter
“They gave me hallucinogenic
drugs for 48 hours. It sent me
crazy for a week. You will help
ffntostm beag's&intwomonms

you can pu my name in
the Press of other m’:tmcs."

The journalists said the prison-
ers received little food or sup-
plies. from the Government. “If
you see us healthy it is because
our famili&cpfln us food. The

rm!:!l;yﬂ.'poo e help the poor in

Despite the reasonable well-
being of most of the prisoners,
mente Ssed" by o ursric

u
conditions and inadequate diet. »

“On visiting day the”
park their cars ougside mpoqu

er and

dont visit. This is to demoralise

the prisoners,” the journalists
said.

“The reason they treat

us this well is because we went
on &
conce that we would all die
together,

‘Thzhvebanmweful
over the two months be-
cause of the international Press.
The whole world is watching.”

Continued: PAGE 6

then said: |

strike and they were |
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The names of El Salvadoran
martyrs are painted over cell
doors. I was told they were put
there by earlier political prisoners,
most of whom were now dead.

The journalists said that beiore
they were arrested, seven news
people had been killed, They
mentioned a production manager
of the now extinct paper ‘La
Cronica’ and a phot%grapher who
were found chopped into smali
gtsca after being kidnapped last
ulv.

The popular opinion in El Sai-
vador is that the people who
commit these ty, of crimes,
the “paramilitary”, are soldiers
in civilian dress, but the two
journalists would not say this. A
sentence of death comes from
such a statement,

They said that at about the
same time that ‘La Cronica’ was
closed, the offices of the ‘Inde-
pendent’” newspaper and the
Catholic Church radio station
YSAX were blown up.

“All opposition newspapers are
now closed,” they said. Some of
the prisoners held here were
printers and secretaries at the
newspapers before they were clos-
ed. “They had no responsibility
for the content of the papers.”

They said the ‘“revolutionary
junta” had tried to modify the
agrarian sector and the bank-
in% sector but had failed.

n the agrarian sector the
National Democratic  Organi~
sation, similar in style to the
Nazis, is preferred by about 60

r cent of the big and middle
armers. “Violence and repres-
sion increased with this failure.
They are mostly illiterate and
those who can read are often
ignorant of the injustice here.”

The journalists made a final
a})paal. “We have only one means
of salvation here — the interna-
tional Press.”

UNIONISTS: Most of the union-
ists in the prison were members
of the Sindicado Trabajadores
Empresa Comision Ejecutiva
Hidroelectrica. This union repre-
sents the workers of the privately
owned monopog of the supply of
electricity in Salvador. Pres-
ent were the general secretary of
the union as well as four under-
secretaries and other members.

They are in jall for a strike
which disrupted elecirical sup-
plies in El Salvador for 24 hours.

They told me the linesmen had
to work with 115,000 volts run-
ning through live wires. Thev
were being paid about $A65 a
week for this very dangerous
job. The union held discussions
which resulted in 18 unionists be-
ing murdered in front of their
families or workmates and a fur-
ther 30 being dismissed.

Through an Interpreter they
said: “Then the Government de-
clared the union unconstitutional.
They also said, under decree 296,
that we cannot talk about polit-

Edwin  Bonilla,
Urban, Jaime David

l}odnguni. Oscar

The prisoners are:
DORMITORY ONE. — Mario M aya,
Rodoifo Molina, Jusus Romeo Geida-
mez, oreira, Ricard ar-
tinez, Jesus Antonlo  Hernandez
Morales, Carlos Alpberto Hemandez
Jintenez, Jose Salomon Hernandez

Lopez.

DORMITORY TWO. — Francisco A.
Queczade, Altredo Hernandez Represa,
Francisco Zamora, Edmundo Olihva,
Mario Daniel Martinez, Orlando D.mas
Trigueras, Guillermo Antonio Bustillo,
Carlos Coreas, Alberto Montano Cas-
tellos, Jose Omer Ocnoa, Rene Apari-
clo Palacios, Mauncio Hemandez,
Mauric:o Rivera Majanop, Jose Santos
Hernadez Soto, Jaime Emesto Castro
Mepa, Salomon Ramirez Perez, Miguel
Angel Hernadez I»’erezL Gu.dlermo D:az
Ramos, Viclor Daniel Sanchez Escobar,
Hector Sebastian Rivera Amaya, Jose
Mario Menitez Perez, Rafael Ammando
Landos Amartinez, Wenceslao Reyes
Jovel, Rene Armando Flores, Dantel
Hernadez, Duglus Rafzel Coriez, Jose
Humberto Lrbina, 1lo Panameho
Molina, Jorge Alberto Martinez, .Jose
Martin Perez, Jose Antonio Reynosa.

DORMITORY THREE, — Luls Aionso
Cortez, Juan Cruz Hemandez, Hernan
Texpan Carranza, Gustavo Flores Mon-
tano, Juan Antonio Perez, Carlos Ciron,
Miguelangela Ayala, Manual de Jesus
Andmno, Julo Cesar Monroy, Carlos
Ramirez Velasquez, Marco Antonio Ri-
vera Sorto, fredo Campos Cruz,
Alberto Alcantara, Mario Vigil, Rolando
Ernest Morales, Julio Enrique Pecorine
Molina, Herbert Enrilque Amaya, Jose
Noemias  (Guardado Melendez, Jose
Lazaro Cubas Matamoros, Francisco
Jose Ramirez Avelar, Jose Angel Henan-
dez Lopez Vasques, Porfirio Salvador
Flgueroa Henr:quez, Henry Salvador
Duran Ramirez, Rigeberto Montova

Pineda, Candelario Abarca Pineda.

DORMITORY FOUR.—Jorge Alberto
Ventura Muncia, Heclor Amilcar Alva-
rado, Herbert Armando Flores, Alex
Vicente Ruano, Oriando Dagoverto Rod-
ripuez Meachuca, Jose Francisco Oruiz,
Jose Amuifo Valencia, Ovidio Jacinto-
martir, Roger Blandino Nerio, Ot
Jaime Porilio, Ovidio Antonmio Lopez,
Jorge Alberto del Cid, Juse Antonio
Morales Carbonel, Reyes Guzman Ra-
mirez, Eduardo Joaquin Lemus Cahas,
Ruben (arcia Menjivar, Carios Alberto
Cerritos, Jose Luis Martinez Ceiso,
Rafasl Antonio Car.as.

DORMITORY FIVE., — Ricardo
Ernesto Caulderon, Manual Adan Mejia
Rodriguez. Carlos Humberto Henriguez,
Jorge Ferrer Denis, <nlberto de Jesus
Garcia, Miguel Angel Parada, Jorpe
Alberto Gomez, Arnas Jose Eduardo
Campos Reales.

DORMITORY SIX. — Santos Rivera
Calzada. Hector Bernabe Recinos, Juan
Santos Flores, Jorge Ariga, Oscar
Garza, Cnedor Asenc.o, Arcadio Rauda
Menjivar, Victor Manuel Montermsa,
Raul Escamilla, Jose Arnulfo Grande,
Javier Acosta Agullar, Guillermo An-
tonio Oliva Montoya, Jose Agustin Ro-
mero Vasquez, Jose Eduardos Morales
Rodriguez, Jose Salomon Hernandez,
Jorge Alberto Hernandez, Oscar Ar-
mando Casstillo, Gilbert Torres Solano.

DORMITORY SEVEN, - .uan .Inse
Cacerez Hernandez, Jose Riqueimi
Mendez, Dide, Fidel Viszcarra Pa:aclos,
Jose Carmen Fablan Muhos, Carlos
Manual Avalos Ayala, Jose Rafea Rafael
Martinez Segura, Oscar Amolfo Aguirre
Portillo, Juan Antonio Cisneros, Dug-
las An.bal Moran Madriz, Calixto Galo
Choto, Manual de Jesus Menjivar Peha,
Israel Trejos Castillo.

jcal subjects in any way, which
includes workers' rights and the
deaths of workers. This also in-
cluded newspapers. That is, when
we went on strike.”

The unionists were given the
same sort of trial as the journal-
ists but the disturbing thing about
their case is that all documentat-
ion about it has been '“ost" and

that they no longer officially ex-

ist.

In El Salvador, such a situation
has very ominous overtones. But,
as they were “true to the cause
of the workers”, thev did not
hesitate to discuss the politics
of the country.

“This Government does not rep-
resent the people. This Govern-
ment does not exist according to
the constitution of El Salvador,”
they said.

“Repression is the first quality
of this Government because this
Government is not able to resolve
the problems of this country by
peace. The liberty of forming
unions is no longer present. Most
of the leaders of other unionsare
now political prisoners at other
centres,

“Many unionists at the present
time are either missing or dead.
Including the teachers' union,
several thousand have disappear-
ed. The teachers suffer a lot from
the Government. Most of *the
people you will find killed in the
streets and the countryside are
teachers.”

The unionists went on: “We feel
that the Democratic Revolution-
ary Front is the only representa-
tive of the people and their inter-
ests, We would like you to send
a message to all of the workers,
unionists and people in your

country. We hope you sympathise
with us in our situation."”

Most of the unionists are not
allowed to see their families on
visiting day. All managed to smile
and give me warm handshakes,
although it is very likely that they.
will soon be dead.

PROFESSORS: Seven profes-
sors and a former employee of
the university in San Salvadore
were the next group I spoke to.
They were very suspicious that I
might be a vernment agent
and questioned me closely before
allowing me to question them.
They included the director of the
university, the head of the medi-
cal faculty, the head of the eco-
nomics faculty and the head of
the law faculty.

They said: “The real charge
against us is that we belong to
the consul of the university. This
is the last action (by the Govern-
ment) in regard to the university
as it is now closed.

“The campaign against the uni-
versity was begun with the sec-
ond junta, that is, the present
one.”

There had been systematic per-
secution, kidnapping and assassi-
nation of professors and students
of the university, Hundreds of
students and many professors
have been assassinated.

The untversity had been sur-
rounded by soldiers, who fired on
it, killing many ple.

Explosives had been detonated
against the wall of the auditorium

jle there were students in it
nad te library was destroyed in
a bazooka attack.

There was then the final assault
on 26 June last year when the
university was totally occupied

by the troops. The result was 40
deaths. There had been no resis-
tance to the troops by students
or the faculty.

All of the equipment in the
university had either been des-
troyed or stolen and then sold
by the soldiers. A junta commis-
sion put the cost of the des-
truction and theft at about SA7
million, but it is thought to have
been more,

On 26 October last year the
previous director of the university
and president of the International
University Service based in Gen-
eva, Felix Antonio Ulla, was taken
about 100 metres from the uni-
versity nad assassinaied by the
paramilitary.

A senior academic was arrest-
ed while attending a reunion to
mark the beginning of a new
semester.

They said: “We were not work-
ing in political activity, we were
working on university business.
No charge can be considered
against us within the constitution
of this country.”

The professors claimed that
fater they were arrested soldiers
went to their homes and intimi-
dated their families and said they
had found weapons there.

“There was no explanation for
our arrest,” they said. “We have
not appeared before a court.”

They said it had been decided
that all employees of the uni-
versity will not receive any fur-
ther salaries. “But we are still
working with the same respons

sibilities from inside the jail.

“This represents one more mili
tary action against the people by
the Government,” they said.

Thev, caid_the_(overomeot. _had _
no legal status, that it was un-
popular and was “like Chile and
Argentina, They have no respect
for any legal or human rights of
the people”.

“Economically, the country has
hit rock botrom,” they said. “It is
a catastrophic situation and the
$300 million (President) Duarte
is begging from Reagan would
not be enough to alter anything
because we don't have anything,
any productivity in the country to
invest the money into.”

They said the Democratic
Revolutionary Front was a broad
umbrella group which represented
many political views and was the
only true popular representative
of the majority of the people.

The professors then asked if
they could thank the universities
of the world for their support
and the international Press for
telling the story of the country.

The prisoners of the jail then
elected a spokesman who_came
forward with a request: If the
Press in other countries could
print their names there would be
a better chance that they might
one day live to be free.

Large letters on a dormitory
wall spelled out: “Liberdad o
meurt — venceremos (death or
freedom — we will win).




	Kingsbury 3.20.81 part 1 copy Santa Tecla prison
	Kingsbury 3.20.81 part 2 copy Santa Tecla prison

