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UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08310 142021Z
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021331 142021Z /38

P 142017Z JUN 86
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3638 RELEASED IN FULL)

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08310

HPASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT:. CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO:

THE HONORABLE ﬁ?EVIEW AUTHORITY:  Oscar Olson, Senior Review@

JOHN CONYERS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. CONYERS:

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION [N THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED :
FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY. OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.

THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

- I HOPE THAT THIS.INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,
- EDWIN G. CORR
- AMBASSADOR
- CORR
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08308 142019Z
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021310 1420192 /38

P 142015Z JUN 86

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3636

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08308

HPASS | | [RELEASED IN FULL]

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES i

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO: —
T [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer]

THE HONORABLE MERVYN M. DYMALLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. DYMALLY:

-~ THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN' NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF

A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.
UNCLASSIFIED :
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THE GUERRILLAS FLLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO

THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES
RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625235 Date: 09/09/2014



UNC’LASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625235 Date: 09/09/2014

RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

- }HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,

; EDWIN G. CORR
; AMBASSADOR
CORR
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UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08306 1420142
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021231 1420152 /38

P 142012Z JUN 86

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3634

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08306 [RELEASED IN FULL]

H PASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO:

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer

THE HONORABLE VIC FAZIO
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MR, FAZIO:

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE 1S AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED
FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA

- AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWWN.
UNCLASSIFIED '
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THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO

THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES
RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State. Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625234 Date: 09/09/2014
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RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

| HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,

- EDWIN G. CORR
- ' AMBASSADOR
CORR

UNCLASSIFIED
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PAGE 01 SAN SA 08305 142013Z
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021224 142013Z /38

P 142010Z JUN 86

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3633

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08305

[RELEASED IN FULL]

HPASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO ' :

TO:

[REVIEW AUTH'ORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer}

THE HONORABLE

BARBARA BOXER

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MS. BOXER:

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
- OUR INFORMATION IN- THIS CASE IS'AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.

THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OVWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEELIT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

- [HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,

- EDWIN G, CORR
- AMBASSADOR
CORR

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08307 142016Z
"~ ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021254 142017Z /38

P 142014Z JUN 86 ‘

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3635

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08307 ' [RELEASED IN FULL]

H PASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO:

THE HONORABLE [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer]
LES AUCOIN

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

-DEAR MR. AUCOIN:

~ - THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION {N AND AROUND THE TOWN.

THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625232 Date: 09/09/2014
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES. '

I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,

- EDWIN G. CORR
- AMBASSADOR
CORR

UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

‘PAGE 01 SAN SA 08309 142019Z
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021317 142020Z /38

P 142016Z JUN 86 [RELEASED IN FULL]

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3637

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08309
H PASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO:

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer]
THE HONORABLE ) -

BUDDY MACKAY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

- DEAR MR. MACKAY:

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR lNQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA -
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.

THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625231 Date: 09/09/2014
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

| HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

; SINCERELY,
] EDWIN G. CORR
] AMBASSADOR
CORR
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08311 142021Z
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010W
------------------ 021333 1420227 /38

P 142019Z JUN 86

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3639

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08311

IRELEASED IN FULL|

H PASS

E.O.12356: N/A
TAGS: PHUM, ES
SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN

- ARCATAO

TO:

THE HONORABLE REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior
JIM MOODY Reviewer

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. MOODY:

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
- PAGE 02 SAN SA 08311 1420212

A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.
THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY

REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

"~ - THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. 005625228 Date: 09/09/2014
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM

- AND COPIES OF NOTES.

| HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,
- . EDWIN G. CORR
- AMBASSADOR
N
CORR
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S.l Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625228 Date: 09/09/2014



U‘NCI;;;ASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625227 Date: 09/09/2014

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 08312 1420227
ACTION HCRE-00

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /010 W
e 021337 142023Z /38

P 142020Z JUN 86

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3640

[RELEASED IN FULL)

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 08312
H PASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM,ES -
SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

TO:

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer

THE HONORABLE

MIKE LOWRY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR:

- THANKYOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED
FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
- UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.

THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625227 Date: 09/09/2014
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON
RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
.AND COPIES OF NOTES.

- I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,

- EDWIN G. CORR
- AMBASSADOR
CORR

UNCLASSIFIED

NN
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" L UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2013-18193 Doc No. C05625224 Date: 09/09/2014

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 01 SAN SA 07997 0923312
ACTION HCRE-03

. INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 H-01 ARA-00 HA-09 /013W
------------------ 053240 092331Z /38
P 092328Z JUN 86 [RELEASED IN FULL)
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3479

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 07997
HPASS

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, ES

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY: JOURNALISTS DETAINED IN
- ARCATAO

REF. STATE 148489 | [REVIEW AUTHORITY: _Oscar Olson, Senior Reviewer

TO: THE HONORABLE TED WEISS
- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. WEISS;

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR INQUIRY ABOUT THE DETENTION OF
THREE JOURNALISTS IN ARCATAO, CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT.
OUR INFORMATION IN THIS CASE IS AS FOLLOWS.

- THE THREE JOURNALISTS HAD OBTAINED THE ARMED

FORCES' PERMISSION TO TRAVEL IN NORTHERN CHALATENANGO
DEPARTMENT, IN AN AREA WHERE NO MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE
UNDERWAY. AFTER ARRIVING IN THE AREA TO WHICH THEY HAD
AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY LEFT THAT AREA
AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ARMED
GUERRILLAS IN ARCATAO ON APRIL 8, 1986, AT THE START OF
UNCLASSIFIED
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- A ONE-DAY MILITARY OPERATION IN AND AROUND THE TOWN.
THE GUERRILLAS FLED THE AREA UNDER FIRE, AND THE ARMY -
REMOVED THE REPORTERS BY HELICOPTER FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY
TO CHALATENANGO CITY. THE ARMED FORCES DETAINED THE
THREE FOR ABOUT TEN HOURS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN FOUND IN
THE COMPANY OF ARMED GUERRILLAS IN A LOCATION OTHER THAN
THAT TO WHICH THEY HAD SAID THEY WERE GOING.

- THEIR NOTES WERE PHOTOCOPIED AND HANDED BACK TO
THEM; THE CASSETTE TAPES WERE TRANSCRIBED AND THE TAPES
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RETURNED. THE FILM WAS RETAINED AND MS. JUANA ANDERSON

- RECEIVED REPLACEMENT FILM. CONSIDERING THAT THE
JOURNALISTS WERE WELL AWARE OF, AND KNOWINGLY VIOLATED,
THE ESTABLISHED RULES GOVERNING THEIR WORK IN
CONFLICTIVE AREAS, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT FEEL IT WOULD BE .
ON SOLID GROUND IN PRESSING FOR THE RETURN OF THE FILM
AND COPIES OF NOTES.

I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS HELPFUL TO YOU.

- SINCERELY,
- EDWIN G. CORR
- : AMBASSADOR
CORR
A
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